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The struggle for freedom and justice for people of African descent in New York

State has been a long one. Slavery in New York began in 1626 and thrived

throughout the colony-state, creating wealth for white-owned shipping interests,

businessmen, and farmers. New York was the location of the largest population of

enslaved people in the North. The timeline presented here contains just a few of

the significant dates of that struggle. 

It took two-hundred years for New York to officially end slavery. But even then,

many “freed” young people were still forced to be servants to their former masters

until 1848. 

The Oh, Freedom! project commemorates the end of slavery in New York. This is

an opportunity to educate the public about an important part of our history that

has been deliberately omitted. We are committed to sharing New York’s history of

enslavement and to celebrating the people of African descent who contributed so

much to the development of the State through their labor, skills, and knowledge.

Using cultural programing, educational activities, and other events, we will bring

together a wide community of people to remember the struggles of those enslaved

in our state while continuing to fight for justice for the African American

community and all oppressed peoples.

Oh, Freedom! is jointly sponsored by Celebrating the African Spirit and the Mid-

Hudson Antislavery History Project. Please join us in this endeavor. For more

information contact www.celebratingtheafricanspirit.org and

www.mhahp.vassarspaces.net.

 OH, FREEDOM!
COMMEMORATING THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE

EMANCIPATION FROM SLAVERY IN NEW YORK STATE
1827-2027
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